Cover Letter to Participants / Consent Form

12 Dutch Meadows Drive

Cohoes, NY 12047

Dear Woman Entrepreneur:

I am conducting a study on women business owners worldwide.  You were selected as a part of representative sample of women business owners to complete the attached questionnaire. Through the information obtained, I hope to learn more about the economic success of women business owners. I hope that the information obtained will assist women business owners like yourself regarding the problems they face when initiating the start up, or the continuous operation of the business.

I wish to make clear that the answers you provide will be kept completely confidential. Your participation in this study is voluntary. Please type your name below indicating your agreement to participate in this book.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone (518) 782-0220, by e-mail at ahunter@siena.edu.

If you have any questions about your rights as a subject, please contact the Human Research Review Committee Director, Mr. Joseph Marrone at (518) 783-2588.  Thank you for agreeing to participate in this study.

Sincerely,

Andrea E. Smith-Hunter, Ph.D.

Consent Statement:

I have read and understood the information above. I consent to take part in this study.

Participant’s Signature   ________________________Date _______________

Questionnaire

1. What year did you become the owner of this business? __________

2. Did you:

____ Start the business yourself? 


____ Start this business with a partner/partners?

____ Buy the business from someone else?

____ Inherit the business?

____ Other (Specify)? ___________________

3. Is this business owned solely by you? Yes _________No __________

4. Is this business a partnership _________ or a corporation __________sole proprietorship________

5. How many partners excluding yourself? __________

6. How many partners are men? _________

7. How many partners are women? ___________

8. What percentage of the business do you own? __________

9. In what state/province/city is the business located? ____________________________

10. When you started this business, did you have difficulties obtaining financial capital?


Yes _______    No ________

11. When you started this business, where did you get your funds? (Circle all that apply

       and list the approximate percentages for each)


____ Personal Savings   ____%


____ Gift from family and friends ____%


____ Loan from family and friends ____%


____ Loan from previous owner ______%


____ Credit card/personal loan  ______%


____ Bank Loan ______%


____ Partners _______%


____ Other _______%

12. How difficult was it to get a bank loan? ____ not difficult at all ____ somewhat difficult ____ very 

      difficult

13. Approximately, how much money did you start your business with ? __________

14.  How many employees do you have  (excluding yourself )? ___________

15. How many of these employees are men?  ___________

16. How many of these employees are women ? ________

17. What are the top three problems you face in your business (chose from list below)? (indicate letter)

       First Choice  ___________  Second Choice___________ Third Choice _________







a. Too much competition



g. Too much paperwork



b. State and federal regulations


h. Not enough time for business/personal life

c. Not enough business knowledge


i. cash flow problems


 

d. Too many factors out of my control 

j. Having others take you seriously     

e. Finding good employees

 
k. Keeping customers happy


f. Rising costs of business




18. Were you ever or are you self-employed in any business(es) besides this one?  Yes _______No ______

19. How important were each of the following reasons for becoming  a business owner(choose from list 

      below)? (indicate letter)
First Choice  ___________  Second Choice___________ Third Choice _________






a. To be my own boss



h. To make more money



b. Always wanted to start my own business

i. The opportunity presented itself 


c. Family responsibilities
 


j. Needed a job, wanted a job

d. Good way to find employment


k. Had hit glass ceiling or 



e. Dead-end in my job



l. Dissatisfied with my work

 

f. Inherited the business



m. Someone else got me into this



g. I wanted to deliver an important service

n. Thought I could do better job than others


20. How much of each of the following kinds of experiences did you have before you became a business owner?





A lot

Some

None at all

a. Job in the same field as the business
 2

 1

      0

b. School education directly related to 
 2

 1

      0

     business

c. Seminars, programs relevant to business
 2

 1

      0

d. Hobby, personal experience in same field
 2

 1

      0

e. Supervisory/management experience
 2

 1

      0

f. Accounting experience


 2

 1

      0

g. Sales/marketing experience

 2

 1

      0

21. What is the highest grade of school that you have completed? ____ None ____ Elementary School

____ High School / Vocational School ____ College____ Graduate School

22. What year were you born?  ________

23a. Which group best describes you: ____ Black/African American ____ White, not of Latino origin

____ Latino ____ Asian ________Other(Specify)

23b. Which group best describes most of your clientele: ____ Black/African American 

      ____ White, not of Latino origin____ Latino ____ Asian ________Other(Specify)

24. What is your marital status?_____ married_____ separated/divorced_____ widowed

_____ single, never married

25. a) Do you have any children?  Yes ______ No ______b) How many? __________

26.  Did you see going into business as your only alternative (in order to obtain an  income)? Yes ______ No ______


27. When you started this business, did you obtain any assistance from (check all that

     apply ):_____Family_____ Friends_____ Other  (please specify)   _____________________

28. Does your family assist you with the operation of the business?  Yes_____ No _____

29. Do your friends assist you with the operation of the business?  Yes _____ No_____

30. Does assistance for the operation of your business come from any other sources? 

    (please specify)_______________________

_________________________

31. Do you have any family members who are business owners? Yes ______ No  _____

32. Do you have any friends who are business owners? Yes ______ No  ______

33. Do you have family members that work in the business on a paid/non paid basis?

       Yes ________ No _______

34. Do you have friends that work in the business on a paid/ non paid basis?

     Yes ________ No _______

35. Do you belong to any organizations that assist you in the operation of your business ?

       Yes ________ No _______

36. How many of these organizations do you belong to? _______

37. What is the approximate total sales/revenue from your business for the past year?______________

38. What is the approximate net profit or net revenue from your business for the past year? _____________
39. What was your approximate personal income from your business for the past year?________________

40. Is your business based in your home (as opposed to a separate office location?  _______yes ________no

41. What type of business do you operate? ____________________________

