COMMUNIQUE AT THE END OF 4TH GLOBAL WOMEN ENTREPRENEUR

TRADE FAIR AND INVESTMENT FORUM 

INTRODUCTION
Women Entrepreneurs, Women in Agriculture and Development(WIAD) and Women in Business who participated in the 4th Global Women Entrepreneurs Trade Fair and Investment Forum held at the International Conference Centre, Accra, Ghana from July 23 – 31, 2009 with the Theme:” “Women Entrepreneurs’ Promoting Intra-African and Inter - Continental Trade towards attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 1, 3, 5, 6 & 8” made the following declaration:-

We Women Entrepreneurs, Women in Agriculture and Development (WIAD) and Women in Business from the following countries in the ECOWAS Sub-region; 
· The Gambia, 
· Ghana, 
· Nigeria, 
· Senegal and the USA who participated in the 4th Global Women Entrepreneur Trade Fair and Investment Forum.
Having deliberated at length on the opportunities and challenges facing women in intra-African and inter-continental trade;

Listening to the numerous complaints from women exporters and importers; 

Being aware of the numerous treaties, protocols and conventions passed by our Heads of States in the sub-region in particular and Africa as a whole which has come into force for the past decade;

Realizing opportunities that abounds in intra-African trade within the African regions in general and particularly in the ECOWAS sub-region but being hampered by Immigration and Custom Officials at our various border posts;
Knowing that access to credit and long-term investment loan are invaluable inputs for women’s businesses and a means for job creation and a sure way to eradicate poverty and hunger;

Considering the effect of good healthcare program to productivity and its impact on the economy, trade and investments as was emphasized during the Accra declaration in July, 1996, the Addis-Ababa recommendation of 1998 and re-echoed in Miami recommendation of May 2000; 

Do hereby make the following recommendations to be implemented by Women Entrepreneurs in the sub-region, all AFWE affiliates including GAWE and other Women Organizations, African Governments, the Donor Agencies and the International Community and the world in general:

RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED BY WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS IN AFRICA WITH THEIR PARTNERS IN EUROPE AND THE AMERICAS
Having deliberated at length on the opportunities and challenges facing women in intra-African and inter-continental trade; 
Listening to the numerous complaints from women exports and importers being aware of the numerous Treaties and Protocols passed by our Heads of State in the Region which has come into force for the past decade; 
Realizing opportunities that abounds in intra-African trade within the region but being wasted/lost due to bottle-necks created by Immigration, Custom Officials including unauthorized road blocks to prevent free movement of goods and people,  do hereby have these recommendations first and foremost to Women Entrepreneurs in the sub-region; 
We Women Entrepreneurs, Women in Agriculture and Development(WIAD) and Women in Business from the following countries in the ECOWAS Sub-region; 
· The Gambia, 
· Ghana, 
· Nigeria, 
· Senegal and the 
· USA hereby agreed on the following recommendations for the way forward in enhancing intra-regional and inter-continental trade as follows:
CROSS BORDER TRADE

1. That, Entrepreneurs are still experiencing a lot of problems moving goods across borders.  All African countries need to put more effort into improving the border situation by monitoring the dubious activities of officials manning our borders in order to achieve the aim of the free movement of goods, services and persons along borders already agreed by all Head of States in ECOWAS.
2. That, concrete effort be made for the realization of the use of a single currency in the region to facilitate better trade.

3. To improve business relations between entrepreneurs in Anglophone and Francophone countries.
4. That, women entrepreneurs must strategize among themselves to increase economic networking opportunities and create business linkages with a view to surmounting barriers to stagnated micro and small  businesses.

CAPACITY BUILDING

5. That, business organizations must continue to run workshops and seminars for their members educating them in various topics including entrepreneurship and management training, developing business plans, access to credit in order to eradicate poverty and make them aware of issues of copyright, standardization, etc

6. Women on the continent should come together and form a strong chamber of commerce as recommended by Hon. Minister for trade and Industry Hon. Hannah Tetteh during her opening remarks at the forum.

7. That, fish farming can be a very lucrative business if you get it right.  Attention must be paid to the use of appropriate technology, quality of product, market and most of all the  production of inputs (fish meal) locally to replace importation.
8. That, women entrepreneurs must understand that running a successful business is dependent on having a good idea, a good business plan, passion for the business, a good quality product and good business procedures and practices.

9. Women must be more independent in developing their businesses.
10. That, women entrepreneurs must be educated,  informed and aware about the quality and standards required for their products to get market acceptance and be globally competitive.
11. For women entrepreneurs to have competitive advantage, they must understand the key factors of innovation and making use of opportunities that are available to them.
HEALTHCARE

12. That, it is important for women entrepreneurs to maintain good health and pay more attention to preventive health care so they do not fall ill as this ultimately affects productivity.

13. That, many of the causes of maternal mortality and morbidity can be prevented by practicing medical and health procedures and ensuring that properly trained health attendants are on hand to assist in the delivery of babies.

14. That,  women entrepreneurs can maintain optimum health through the practice of natural health care.  This includes practicing good posture and adopting the 5 pillars of health.

15. That, mothers must be educated on the measures for maintaining optimum health during pre-natal and post natal stages of pregnancy.
FOOD PROCESSING AND PACKAGING

16. That, food processing can be used to add value to products and reduce post harvest losses, women entrepreneurs must understand the use of theses scientific processes to increase profit.
17. That, food preservation is a means by which women entrepreneurs may extend the shelf life of their products and get good value for their labor.
18. That, unfavorable macro-economic policies hinder the growth of women enterprises from micro to small, small to medium, medium to large enterprises therefore, AFWE/GAWE must advocate and lobby governments to come out with policies where there is non to facilitate the growth of these sectors
SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY 

19. That, women entrepreneurs should be encouraged to use the right technology in the form of adaptable, affordable and appropriate machinery for production.
CONSTRAINTS AND CHALLENGES

20. That, various cultural and social practices in Africa such as, limited or no property rights militate against the growth of women led enterprises.
THE WAY FORWARD

In order to achieve the above recommendations Women Entrepreneurs in Africa Region will come together to create a strategic plan to achieve the  goals we set for ourselves at this 5 day Forum.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS

We further recommend that Governments in the ECOWAS Sub-Region in particular and Africa in general need to do the following to enable women meet their set up objectives as follows:

POLICY

1.
Develop macro-economic policy that will facilitate the growth of Micro, Small and Medium entrepreneurs at national, regional and sub-regional levels as well as harmonize existing policies with regards to ECOWAS TREATIES AND PROTOCOLS (  i.e. free movement of people and goods, etc) 
HEALTHCARE

2.
Create functional women’s clinic in all Regions for effective health care.

TECHNOLOGY

3.
Make adaptable, affordable and appropriate machinery and equipment available to women entrepreneurs.

CULTURE

4.
Eliminate all social and cultural practices against women with special emphasis on practices that inhibit the growth of women led enterprises 
SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION & TECHNOLOGY
5.
Support women entrepreneur who have developed new products by assisting them in the standardization processes.

(a) Research

(b) Patenting’

(c) Develop industrial Estate for the food Processing Garment and textile Sectors for effective operation. i.e. quality control labeling, packaging, storage and marketing)

ACCESS TO CREDIT
Government to assist women entrepreneurs operating at all levels, Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises to have access to formal credit without collateral. African Governments to Revisit/Support/ the formation of African Women’s Bank. As Resolution 736 (XXVII) passed  on women and their access to resources in the 1990s.  It stressed the importance of creating an enabling environment for the enhancement of women’s entrepreneurial activities as well as their access to resources.

CROSS BORDER TRADE
Governments in the ECOWAS Sub-Region in particular and African Government in general should monitor the activities at the various borders and entry points to reduce the harassment and bottle necks created by Immigration and Custom Officials at these border posts and to stop all unauthorized internal check points in these countries. 
CAPACITY BUILDING
Government assistance is needed for:

· Entrepreneurial and Management training as an essential tool for the development of women’s enterprises is needed in a consistent and focused manner to build capacity of women on sustainable basis.
· Support skill training for women in rural and urban poor areas to become entrepreneurs.

· Support exchange program and South, South and North South cooperation.

· Government should adequately resource existing ministries, departments, agencies involved in development of women.

· Government to effectively coordinate the activities of NGOs involved in development of programs for women.

AU COMMISSION/NEPAD AND ECOWAS
AUC to establish information centers in the five regions in Africa whereby centres in each country will be established through Governments and the National Association of Women Entrepreneurs and women in business in the individual countries in order to promote ICT to facilitate productivity and market share

We further recommend that all treaties, protocols and conventions that have been signed by AU/NEPAD/ECOWAS/SADC/COMESA and all African governments should be made functional to benefit African peoples especially women.

In order to attract local and foreign investors, ECOWAS should put pressure on Governments in the various countries in the sub-region to monitor activities of their officials posted to the border posts on regular basis and deal promptly with complaint on corrupt officials to reduce corrupt practices and cost of doing business within the sub-region.

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
We further recommend that International Community and Donor Agencies must honor their pledges to African Governments on timely basis to enable them meet their development needs of the people, In order for women to effectively contribute to the process in attaining the MDGs by 2015.

European Union and the USA as a matter of urgency are requested to review their cumbersome processes in obtaining visas by genuine women entrepreneurs trying to expand their market share, carry out exchange programs with their counterparts in these countries to have access to visas on timely basis.
The international community to make it  a priority to build the capacity of private sector institutions operated by women as well as those that supports women activities to employ competent staff in order to deliver quality service to members to enhance economic empowerment of women.
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