PRESS RELEASE

     FOURTH GLOBAL WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS TRADE FAIR AND   

            INVESTMENT FORUM MAY 27TH – 31TH, 2009 IN ACCRA GHANA.
The African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs (AFWE) in collaboration with the Ghana Association of Women Entrepreneurs (GAWE), Ghana Employers Association, MUJERES FUNDACION of SPAIN, 

Institute of Food Technologists of USA (IFT), Jackson Consultants Washington DC, Ministry of Women and Children, Ministry of Trade, Industry and PSI, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and our partners National Council for Negro Women ((NCNW) USA, Department of Food Science University of Ghana Legon, Food Research Institute, Institute of Industrial Research all of CSIR, Ghana Standards Board, Ghana Investment Promotion Centre, Ghana Export Promotion is organising the above event.
The Theme for the Fair is “Women Entrepreneurs’ Promoting Intra-African and Inter Continental Trade: Tool for attaining MDGs 1, 3, 5 & 8”.  The focus on this theme is to increase the production capacity of women to move informal export activities to formal, increase market share create more decent jobs, reduce poverty on sustainable basis, in order to meet the Millennium Development Goals 1, 3, 5 & 8.  Alleviating poverty through entrepreneurship is a key tool for economic empowerment of Africa women.  Women entrepreneurs must be encouraged to bring out their potentials in order to be visible in their national economy and relevant in the global economy. 
It is also to draw the attention of African Governments to the effect of beaurocratic and unprofessional behaviour by some Immigration and Custom officials at our various borders, reduce the countless unauthorised road blocks immediately after the borders and  within some African countries ,   to also alert the Donor Community and Agencies,  United Nation Agencies and Systems, the European Union and the world at large to the Challenges in trading within the Continent of Africa, and the Opportunities being wasted in terms of increased trade within the African Sub-Regions. It is also to look at the dimension, dynamics, processes and potentials for a Fair Trade within the European Union and the United States of America, as well as the inhuman processes in obtaining visa for genuine business women to travel to any of the European countries and to USA in search for market opportunities as well as technologies to increase and improve productivity.
 Systematic and consistent strategy should be focused on women owned businesses and the huge informal sector, which has the potentials for growth should be supported  in order to address the issues related to stagnated growth of this sector. Another critical areas of concern are the poor physical infrastructure, weak institutions, at both public and private sector,  ill-informed women entrepreneurs and women in business in some aspects of global trade,  including the  need to address  rampant corruption in all business transactions in order to create a level playing field for both local and foreign investors, inadequate regulatory framework,  insensitive systems and widening technology gap among  nations on one hand  and all other negative practices that hinders women’s growth needs to be reviewed.
Competition in international market was traditionally in the realm of large companies while small businesses often remain local.  Today this division is no longer sustainable. Technology advances in production; transportation and telecommunications are living women behind due to their inability to have equal access to them. The trend in the global market today is the use of ICT to reach out to customers, suppliers and collaborators around the world. How do we mainstream women entrepreneurs into the ICT world?
EARLIER FAIRS

The first Global Trade Fair, an initiative of AFWE was designed and hosted by the Ghana Association Women Entrepreneurs (GAWE) in Accra from June 26 to July 3, 1996. This first attempt at mobilizing women entrepreneurs globally attracted 650 participants including 350 exhibitors from 38 African countries alone, USA, England, Germany, India, Pakistan, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, Malaysia and Canada  also participated  in their numbers,  also present were the UN, its specialised Agencies and Systems  including the World Bank family, USAID,CIDA and  IBM. It also attracted 25 International NGOs and over 2000 visitors daily. It generated over $10million worth of new businesses. 
These donor agencies sponsored: UNDP/Africa, NEW YORK, UNIFEM, ILO, UNIDO, UNECA, and OAU now AO, USAID, ENTERPRISE AFRICA, CIDA/GHANA, THE WORLD BANK FAMILY, COMMONWEATH FOUNDATION, AND LOTS OF CORPORATE COMPANIES. 

 The Second Global Women Entrepreneurs Trade Fair and Investment Forum took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in 1998, was hosted by Ethiopian Women Entrepreneurs Association (EWEA).  A total of 500 women mostly from Africa participated and only few from the US due to fear of the war that was going on between Eritrea and Ethiopia at the time. There were 300 corporate exhibitors. Most importantly, 70% of participating entrepreneurs at this Fair told us it was their first venture into the global market. They told us they now understand how to expand their businesses beyond their national boundaries.


YEAR 2000 FAIR

The Third Global was held in Miami and hosted by the Mayor of Miami- Dade County at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Florida, from May 10-15, 2000. It attracted over 1000 visitors, buyers and academics, 400 delegates from 35 African countries, Trinidad and USA.  200 women exhibited from other countries around the world, these diverse groups represented heads of businesses and manufactures who are eager to venture and/or expand their products and services in other markets in Africa, Europe and in the USA. Unfortunately, most women African women entrepreneurs could not obtain visa to attend and some arrived late
It will interest you to know that all the donors who supported the First Global also supported the second and third. We are hopeful that they will work with us as well as assist us through the 4th Global. 
4TH GLOBAL MAY, 2009
The Fourth Global will take place in Accra Ghana from 26-31 May, 2009
We are expecting over a thousand delegates from all over the world to participants and 400 women to exhibit products from their factories. 
Products and services to be exhibited will be, but not limited to:-
Garments, Hand Woven Printed Textiles, Handicrafts, Pharmaceuticals, Processed Food and Fish, Spices and Canned Foods, Leather Products, Pottery/ Ceramics, Juices and Fruits, Books, Floor Carpets, Cosmetics, e.g. shear butter, coco butter, soaps, Wigs, Cut Flowers, Beads, Jewry, Aluminium Utensils, Agriculture Tools, Rattan and wood furniture, Shoes and many more, 
the service sector will include but not limited to:- 
Tour operators, Real Estates Developers, Art Work, Haulage, Schools, etc.
We would appreciate if you would join AFWE, GAWE GEA and other partners to organise the 4th Global, as well as disseminate this information to as many organisations as possible. Be part of this unique opportunity to join the growing number of companies who see a bottom-line benefit to supporting women entrepreneurs. Women in Africa do not sit and watch intra-African, global trade and Regional Cooperation go on without your full participation. Be part of the solution to unemployment, underemployment, poverty eradication and economic empowerment of women through fair trade and Regional and Global Cooperation.
We count on your support and technical assistant to organize a successful event.

For further information please contact AFWE/GAWE Secretariat:  E-mail:  ghgawe@yahoo.com 
                                    Luciaquachey42@yahoo.com cell: +23324-8261393, +23324-3386024.
AFWE IN BRIEF

AFWE is a Federation of National Associations of Women Entrepreneurs operating in 45 Sub-Saharan African countries.  Founded in Accra June 3rd 1993 and registered in Addis Ababa April 4th 1994.

National Association members are self-employed women manufacturers and exporters of goods and services.  AFWE is dedicated to creating a platform for African Women Entrepreneurs to discuss national and global economic issues.  AFWE serves, supports and encourages national associations in collaboration with African Governments, Regional and International Institutions and United Nations Agencies to:-

· Foster African Industrialization

· Be competitive by increased industrial production

· Increase Intra African Trade

· Attract private direct investment and

· Create linkages between the formal and informal productive sectors

As the only Federation of Women Entrepreneurs in Africa, we believe that building the capacities of dynamic women entrepreneurs associations in Africa is the key to economic empowerment of women and rapid regional cooperation and the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals.
AFWE MISSION

“To be the empowering agent to facilitate the development of dynamic National Association of Women Entrepreneurs in all African countries by strengthening and supporting country-led initiatives which focus on the growth of enterprises in the formal and informal productive sector in the national economy through the provision of services including the following:-

· Education and Training

· Information dissemination

· Economic networking

· Finance and Credit

· Access to technology and technology transfer

· Investment promotion

· Policy advocacy and sharing of research information

· Intra African and Intercontinental trade promotion

In order to enhance the active participation of African women entrepreneurs in the national and global economy”


 For further information on AFWE/GAWE:

AFWE Secretariat
PO Box AN 7600
Accra-North, Ghana
Tel: (233-21) 7011413 / 227377,246582.
Cell:( 233-24) 8261393, +23324-3386024
E-mail: ghgawe@yahoo.com, luciaquachey42@yahoo.com

EXHIBITORS REGISTRATION FEES

REGISTRATION BEFORE MAY 1st, 2009
US$ 350.00 --------AFTER MAY 1ST    , 2009 US$ 400.00 ---

INVESTMENT FORUM DELEGATES

REGISTRATION BEFORE MAY 1st 2009 
US$200.00 -------- AFTER MAY 1st,     2009 US$250.00 ---

ACCOMPANYING PERSONS

REGISTRATION BEFORE MAY 1s, 2009 US$100.00 ----------- AFTER MAY 1st,   2009 US$150.00 --

METHOD OF PAYMENT


         PAYMENT BY BANK TRANSFER TO AFWE/GAWE ACCOUNT.  

         GHANA COMMERCIAL BANK BOUNDARY ROAD TUDU ACCRA , GHANA       

         ACCOUNT # 1161010107060
          AFWE/GAWE ACCOUNT:
         , ACCOUNT# 1161010107060 

          SWIFT # 000010
         

       PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD:        VISA            MASTER CARD           AMERICAN EXPRESS

NAME OF CARD HOLDER ---------------------------------------- SIGNATURE OF HOLDER -----------------

CARD NUMBER ------------------------------------- EXPIRY DATE ---------------------------------------------------

CANCELLATIONS:  For Cancellations received in writing before May 10, 2009, delegates will be refunded their registration fees less a 10% cancellation charge.  No refund will be made after May 10, 2009.

Please fax or email this form to AFWE SECRETARIAT, TEL: # 233-21-227377 or 225300 or 7011413
CELL: 00233-24-8261393 

EMAIL: ghgawe@yahool.com/ luciaquachey42@yahoo.com 
AFRICAN FEDERATION OF WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS (AFWE) AND GHANA ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS (GAWE) INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTER ACCRA, GHANA
FOURTH GLOBAL HOTEL RESERVATION FORM

                                           MAY 26TH – 30TH, 2009

FAMILY NAME -------------------------------FIRST NAME --------------------------     Mr.    Mrs.    Ms.    Dr.     Prof. 

TITLE --------------------------------- COMPANY/ORGANIZATION -----------------------------------------------------

NAME FOR BADGE ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MAILING ADDRESS -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CITY ----------------------------- PROVINCE/STATE ------------------------- COUNTRY -------------------------------

POSTAL CODE ---------------------------- TELEPHONE ---------------------- FAX --------------------------------------

EMAIL -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RESERVATION REQUEST

Please EMAIL this form INDICATING HOTEL OF YOUR CHOICE to AFWE/GAWE Secretariat. Please keep a copy for your reference. WE WILL NEGOTIATE FOR GOOD RATES FOR ALL 5, 4, AND 3STAR HOTELS. LET US KNOW YOUR PREFERENCE. NEGOTIATIONS ARE CURRENTLY GOING ON FOR GOOD RATES.

 Name of Hotel




Room Type

  Check in        
     Check Out




    

      Single   Double      Triple        Quad



METHOD OF PAYMENT

 PAYMENT SHOULD BE MADE BY CREDIT CARD OR THROUGH AFWE SECRETARIAT

          

          VISA        
MASTER CARD           AMERICAN EXPRESS

NAME OF CARD HOLDER ---------------------------------------- SIGNATURE OF HOLDER -----------------------

CARD NUMBER ------------------------------------- EXPIRY DATE -------------------------------------------------------

CANCELLATIONS:  A credit card is required to guarantee the room reservation.  All cancellations must be made in written notices to the hotel before 96 hours prior to arrival date.  Failure to do so will result in Credit card being charged for one night’s accommodation.

AFWE/GAWE SECRETARIAT, TEL: # 233-21-246582 or 021-7011413
CELL: + 233-24-8261393, +23324-3386024
 E-MAIL: ghgawe@yahoo.com / luciaquachey42@yahoo.com
AFRICAN FEDERATION OF WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS (AFWE)

4TH GLOBAL DAILY REGISTRATION FORM

AT ACCRA INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE   CENTER

FAMILY NAME………………………………..FIRST NAME……………………  MR/MRS/MS/DR/PROF

TITLE………………………………COMPANY/ORGANIZATION …………………………………………

NAME FOR BADGE……………………………………………………………………………………………

MAILING ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………………………………

CITY……………………………PROVINCE/STATE…………………………….. COUNTY………………..

POSTAL CODE…………………………..TELEPHONE …………………….FAX…………………………..

INVESTMENT FORUM PARTICIPATION

BY END OF APRIL $200.00

AFTER 30TH APRIL $250.00
DAILY PARTICIPATION $50

1 DAY $50……..  2 DAYS $100………………..  3 DAYS $150………………..

METHOD OF PAYMENT

    PAYMENT BY BANK TRANSFER TO GAWE ACCOUNT – 

    BRANCH, GHANA COMMERCIAL BANK BOUNDARY ROAD
    ACCOUNT # 1161010107060, SWIFT # 000010
   PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD

   VISA……     


MASTER CARD ….. 


AMERICAN EXPRESS …….

NAME OF CARD HOLDER …………………………….. SIGNATURE OF HOLDER ……………………..

CARD NUMBER …………………………………. EXPIRY DATE ………………………………………….

Please fax this form to GHANA ASSOCIATION OF W OMEN ENTREPRENEURS (GAWE) OR
E-mail: ghgawe@yahoo.com, luciaquachey42@yahoo.com
